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" 'Let me your warrnnt,' I said.

will light in mil. r to eocnie th lr Indc-j- ii
"in, m

"I fear it is rather the other Tay
'il..ut.' tin- Klnp iiliswi'iid Mirrowfiilly.
"They aim at lnd pondence in order to
In- ;ihlo in fight. You set- mo in the po-
sition of u father whose two children arc
ready to rush at one another" throats,
and who cannot show ktndm B8 to any-
one without Incurring the hatred Of the
others. This situation has poisoned the
peace of mind Of every s..i r. Ign of Scan-dinuv- ia

or a hundred years. It broke
my grandfather' heart.

I listened to this sad confession with
respectful sympathy King Oscar pro-
ceeded :

"Let mo toll you some moi'. Before
the last Russn-Turkis- h war. the geogra-
phy of the Balkans had been made for a
year thl special study of the Military
School in Petersburg. Last month the
geography c.f Scandinavia was given a
similar precedence. That Is not all. A
swarm of Kussian Officer, disguised
woodcutters, have been coming over tfto
northern frontier and making ji
down through Sweden, surveying the
country us th-- go."

' Surely they can be arrested as spies!"
"We dare not," was the response.

"That Would be forcing Russia's, hand.
Wc can only watch, and await develo-
pments'

"The Germans ought to know of this,"
I ventured to remark.

"The Germans nre more afraid of Rus-
sia than we are.'' the King answered.
"Germany Is no longer a first "lass pow-
er. There are. In fact, only four powers
of the Prsi magnitude today-Gr- eat Brit-
ain. Russia, the Bulled States and China
The- two English powers together could
dictate to the world, blft ihey are divided
by the childish American Jealousy China
Is still nslec).. Gonseiiiently, all tne olh'--
powers of Europe are little men than
vass-al- of the Tsar. Franco has openly
placed herself under his protection. Aus-
tria hae become Russia's junior partner
in the Balkans. The Independence of
Germany is only nominal; the Emperor
takes his time From Petersburg. No other
country counts."

It was the first time that I hud heard
the situation summed up with such piti-
less plainness.

"You consider, then, that Russia Is
actually about to draw the BWOTO?" 1

asked.
"No. she W have us to do that Rus-

sia has discovered that her conauests ad-

vance better under the cltak or peace.
She means to take Norway und.-- COVCr

Of b declaration In favor of Norwegian
Indepi ndence."

"But thu Norwegians are they mad
enough to become parties to that" Do
they want to exchange King Log for
King Stork?"

"Go and see." was King Oscar's reply.
I quitted his Majesty's presence and re-

turned to mv hotel, deeply disturbed i

what I had heard. I could not suppose
that the most s.i"ae..iiM sovereign In Eu-

rope was Indulging In Idle fears. Yot It
was hard to believe thnt the Inhabitants
of a free country would
voluntarllv exchange their condition for
servitude to the Asiatic despotism which
had Just laid Finland prostrate at their
door.

Three davs afterward I arrived In
Chrlstlanla. I had made careful prepara-
tions for the task before one. assumed
tho character of a Russian spy as the
least likely to provoke suspicion of the
guarter from which I r. allv came. And
1 had disguised my person ns effectively
as I knew how. lest I should nv et a real
ngent of the Tsar's Government, who
might detect A V beneath the
outward semblance of Alexander Vol-kus-

The pains T had tak 11 were well re-
warded In the hotel In, which 1 put up
I found staying a man who passed as a
Finnish officer, of Swedish nationality,
but whom 1 immediately recognised as
Count Marloff, the confidential rlirht-han- d

man Of M. do Wltte hlms-I- It Is true
the Russian was diflguised, and the dls- -

I guise was a verv good one, hut by an al-

most Incredible ovi rsight he hid ventun d

to assume that a disguise which had
d..ii.- duty onco illicit Eafel) be

ued again.
It was seven ycaxfl before In Teheran,

that I had seen that reddish wig and
noted that peculiar limp, hut If Count
Marloff had offered me his card I could
not have been more sure of his Identity.
B ich mist ikl may bo pardonahle In
m re detective, but they arc fatal In our
profession. ' '

Mv tactics were soon decided on. I
knew that Hie attention of "Col. tjlger-sen- "

would be quickly attracted to a Rus--
I nan staving I" Chnsttaiiia. ;lnd I have

ceneraily f,.,,nd tho boldest game to beme most Successful.
1 seized the first opportunity of theoui.t s being seated alone In the Bmok- -

jJWOm of tho hotel to go up to him

"H?w 1,0 do. Count?" I said. In
KUSSian. "Or perhaps you will wish meto say 'Colbnel' ?"

Marloff started, as wen he might, andstand hard Into mv face.
;Mv name i Colonel Blgersen' hesaid, forbiddingly. ''Have had thepleasure of meeting you before?"his was 11 I want, d I drewhack disdainfully.

l.T"I.muB! anoiogize 1 said, with Irony;
1 have not had the honor of meeting

ir 1, Colonel Sigciven Pray do not think
1 wish t,, intrude on you."

Marloff saw his mistake. n tlie s ,

v' ' ' "r Russls nothing Is more com-mon than for two different agents t., beemployed Independent v of each other,arid even as spies upon oach other. Whenthat happens. If the two m.n art who,they sinke up ;, private Hlllanee ;,n,icompan notes .it their employers' ex-pense, when they keep each other at" " l length, each has It In Ills power tocause annoyance to the other.Marloff was now in the position of hav-ing refused my overture toward friend-ship without knowing who 1 was Thisleft me free to wat. h him without ren-der, n- - r,. . x,, :n, kiii. He was conse-quently furious with himself.The fact is the man was a mere ama-teur, as one who drops Into a profession
rri m above generally Is. De Witte hadtaken him out of a cavalry regiment andmade s diplomatist r: bira; but when itcame to secret service work he was a
child In the hands ..f a man like mvself.

I saw the pretended Colonel get up andlimp out of the room, no doubt to senda cipher ill.sp.it. h to the Minister, com-
plaining of my arrival I went to thomanager of the hotel, introduced mvseifas a Russian police agent on tho track ofa r. :i rouble forgery, and wormed out
of him- a man r particulars with regardto Sigcr-en'- movements.

I gathered that lie had been in hrU-tiani- a

about a month, having touredthrough Norway tlrst as far north asTrondhjem. He had made numerous
rrknds In the Norwegian ipital, Includ-ing several prominent members of thestorthing, as th.-- ail their parliament
But his chosen Intimate appeared to be aJudge named . who was regarded asa guiding spirit of the party most strong-
ly rjOstile to the Swedish connection.It was Judge who had prompted
the erection of a fortress on the

nian Irouti. r. guarding Ihe ap-
proach to Chrlstlanla, The same warlikefunctionary had decided on the judicial
bench that no native of Sweden could

the lights of a citizen in Norway
until he had taken out lelt.-r- of natural-ization In short, this judg- - had care-
fully taught his countrymen to treat the
SWiiK-- - Kllgllshmell Wile IT.. lie. l.v
the Roers in the davs of the Transvaal
republic.

All this was nothing more than I had
1" 11 prepared for by King Oscar. The
task now In for." me wim to ascertain If
possible what was the nature of the un-
derstanding betw. en Judge and the
aiUaa-ui- Russian Government

risk-- the hotel manager:
"How do. s Col. Blgersen pay your bill?"
"By check." was the ready answer

"By check on the Bergen and Chrlstlanla
bank "

"Is II usual for foreign visitors to have
a banking account open in Chrlstlanla?"
I Inquired, keeping up the part of a de-
tective.

The manager admitted it was not. Evi-
dently, now 1 had drawn hlfl attention to
tin- )dnt, It slriick him as sU8plc0UB. 1
left him, feeling that 1 had secured BJ1
ally In my watch On Mnrloff. and made
my way to the offices of the bank.

The director u' this Institution received
me with every courtesy. Bankers are too
often victimized for them to regard the
police with any feeling but gratitude.
The tale I brought was received with

pen ear- -

"I have reason to think that an
has been opened with you for

purposes f fraud. If am right, the
swindlers have endeavored to gain your
confidence at th outset by a large
credit This credit lias tv?en opened In
the name of Col Slgcrsen. a pretended
Flnlander."

The manager was visibly alarmed.
"A gentleman of that name has opened

an account with us, certainly." he
answered cautiously. "But he brought
the very best Introductions. In fact I
could not have asked better."

"Have you any objections to tell me
the character of those Introductions?"

"I don't rnlnd telling you that one was
from a n citizen, a man In a
very responsible position."

"In short. Judge ?"
The manager started,

lb w did you know that?" he de-
mand, d

"I have been on Col. Slgersen s track
for a long time." I answered evasively.
"1 venture to think that if you majte In-

quiries, you will find rhnt his Honor,
Judge knows very little about him
really, and nothing at all about his
financial standing."

"I will communicate with his Honor,
and let you know the results."

"Ho so. by all means In thn mean-
while, perhaps, you may he willing to
t. ll 1110 how this man's credit Is sup-
plied?"

The manager hesitated.
"I bardl) know whether I ought to be-

tray his affairs until I have something
"more to go upon

"perhaps you will let me ask you If
Blgersen has yet made a largo payment
in rouble notes?"

"I can answer that no."
"Then 1 think you may be safe for

I said. "When ho does, I ad-
vise you to pass them on to your Rus-
sian correspondents as quickly as pos-
sible "

This shot told. The manager became
very uneasy. By degrees worked on
his fears till he invited me 10 examine
his ledger. I did so, and found that
Marloff had brought B heavy credit from
a Petersburg bank, and, what was more
to my purpose, had drawn several heavy
cheOjttes to the order of Judge .

"So fir vou seem to be on the safe
f ide " I commented as l finished my In-

spection. "But I have two pieces of ud-vi-

to give you. On no account let this
man overdraw his ascertained credit, and
do not honor any cheques drawn against
rouble notes till you hear from me

'I'lio manager thanked me, and allowed
me to depart.

I had now to consider the best way In

which to approach the Judge, who was
not likely to prove easily gullible a.-- , it
was fairly certain that Marloff and he
were In each other's confidence.

But I had underrated the Russians
resources. On my hotel J

was accosted bv a man In the uniform of
the Norwegian" police who Informed me
lh he held a warrant for my arrest.

"On what barge?" I demanded: as
toon as I had recovered from my first

SI"On'Sii charge of conspiracy against tho
(,v. rnmcnt of Norway." was tho

'

arrived I" Norway only yesterday."
r exclaimed.

"All that vou can tell the Judge, ti

the police officer.
"Lei no- - SCO yOlir warrant. I said.
The man produc d the paper, while the

hotel manager, who had arrived on the
I,,..!., d on astonished, as he well

Tne warrant bore the signature of
Judgo '

"Take me to the Judge Instantly, If you
will be so good " I said.

"I am going to," the officer returned.He made no attempt to Secure me
probably having had ins Instructionsv e walked together to the Judge's
hoi he appeared to combine the funi --

tions of a Judge and committing magis-- 1
trate; and I wc.s condiu ted Into a
room evidently used for the examination
of prisoners.

.Tudgo entered immediately,
and we exchanged scrutinizing glances.
Th leader of the nnrtv was
R young man still on the right side of

with a v.iv determined counte- -
11. in e. ,n.l a o,,; aliout which therewas nothing furtive or embarrassed.
it wi b not an Intellectual face 1 put the
the man down n:; a Strong-wille- d, am-
bitious Intriguer with courage, hut notvery much db Interested patriotism.

What is the meaning of this
arrest?' demanded, with

warmth.
This Is an affair of State I will ex-

amine the accused In private" the Judge
announced, not answering me directly. '

As soon as the room was chared he
turned to me.

Win. are you?" was his first question
"I am a Russian. 1 answer, d
"I know that. What Is your business

here? '

breathed again. I now knew thnt
Marloff had failed to guess my Identity.

I have come here on the track of cer-
tain forgers. I began, and went on to
te the story I had given to the hotelmanager and the banker.

Judge listened incredulously.
"1 do not believe a word you "have

said.'
'

in? declared. Show mo your pa-
pers.

"I produced the passport and creden-
tials from tin- - Rt,ss!,n poll... with which

had been careful to provide myself.
They were, of course, forged.

"1 will retain these and ascertain If
they are genuine." the Judgo observed

V..ur Honor means that you will sub-
mit thorn to the suspected man." I re-
turned boldly

"How dare yon say that? How dare
you call" he hesitated for a second.
"Col. Slgcrsen a suspected man? You
know perfectly well who he Is.

"1 know him to be the most skillful
forger In Russia." 1 answered, not julte
untruthfully.

Judge glared at me as If ho
would like to have struck me.

"What nonsense! You know his real
name."

"What difference does that make, your
Honor?"

"You know he Is a man In high po-
sition. In the confidence of his Govern-
ment."

know he was, till recently I have

P
Si

"He bent forward, to listen, and as he
did so I launched my clenched fist
nt his right temple with my full
force. '

no doubt he Is capable of pretending be
is still."

The Judge wns plainly disconcerted by
the line I was taking He had hoped,
no doubt, that 1 should meet him half
wav

in vour arrival here you recognized
the Count, nn greeted him He rebuffed
y.ui a - In- had a p. i f. l right to do and
denounced you to me as a spy It Is too
late for vou to turn round and pretend
thai he is a criminal. It is you who are
on your defence, not he."

"Your Honor has been Imposed upon.
Rut it is of no consequence. Tell me
What I am charged with, and I will de-

fend myself."
"You are a spy."
"In a sense that Is true. I am a detec-

tive."
"By whom are vou employed?

"' four Honor has my papers
Tho Judge bit his lip. He clearly did

not know how to proceed. 1, of course,
could see that It was not his gnmu to
In lug me t. .1 public trial

"It seems to me sir. that It Is a mis-

take for us to quarrel, " I said after giv-
ing him a minute for reflection, "If I

have annoyed Count Marloff by recog-
nizing him. that Is not an offence against
the law of Norway, I presume On the
Other hand, If I am right In my conjec-
tures, or rather my Instructions, the
i ' .mit himself should be the man
to provoke a public Inquiry Into his busi-
ness hi re Your Honor knows the law
better than I, hut I should have thought
there might be something In the busl-1-

s tiansaited I we. n on and the
Count which would not look well "

He Interrupted me
"I want to know why you are here If

you nre a friend, of course there Is no
need to quarrel, if jiot " he shrugged
his shoulders.

"I came ns a friend." I replied. "I came
pi ..pared to ..o-- o . rate with vou. to assist
vou. In fact. But I must tlrst know row
yOU .land With regard to Marloff. Is he

iir personal friend, "i are the relations
between you exclusively political'"'

'1 have no personal fcetlng for him,"
was the guarded answer.

"Very good In that ease j our Honor
shall see my real credentials. I must uil
you franklv that Count Marloff has ceased
1. njoy the inipth It confidence 61 his und
my Government."

i put mv band Into an Inn r pocket and
produced i slip of paper In tho foi ged
handwriting of the Russian Foreign Min-
ister.

"Does your Honor recognize that Writ-
ing"" 1 asked, with a confld nl air

Judge was completely deceived. Ho
glanced at the few lines, which were in
French, with an air of the greatest re-

spect. Then he looked at me.
"1 mui-- t apologise, PrlnCS ." he be-

gan, when I ralsd warning linger.
"Hush" Not rnv real name, plqaSS."

took back the paper with ah air as If
mv life depended on Its preservation, and
restored II to my pocket.

"I am xf Hngly sorry to hi hi.' to
show vou Ibis," I said gravely "I have,
in fact, exceeded my Instructions, which

Were simply to watch Count Marloff andreport on the progress he wm making.
His own violent action has tj'i ol m.: togo further than I wished. I am orrv to
sav it confirms the suspicion enter' alncd

j in the Foreign ..ffi.-- that he is placing a
double ne is, :t protege ..f M. de
Wltte s. but M. Je Wllto is not Infallible.

"Now. :,m afraid ! must ask vour
Honor in take me irit your confidence. 1

trust you have not put yourself into Mar-
lon's power.' know that ne ;lsj paljyou considerable sums."

Judge looked decidedly ncivous.
I hav. ffy ,, ipm nothing in writing. I

believe," he answered, glancing at tnesame time ::t an Ton safe let Into the Wall
of the room

"Bo far. so good it is writing th.U
counts In these affairs. Have you any
objection to m seeing the memorandayou hav made of nr conversations Wllh
him''"

The Judgo stared at me us If I had beena wizard.
"I don't know what makes you think I

have taken uny memoranda, he protest-
ed,

'Just ns you please, sir." I said duly.
"I should have been gratified If you liad
so far confided in t.c as t t ine glance
Inside that safe.' Rut you are light to lecautions."

His eyes turned or.ee more in the direc-
tion ol (he safe n splie ., ,,in -- vv
a struggle going 'on In his mind.

"There is no necessity for you to dei Idc
hastily, V J aald In m blan lcs: tones ' I

am as anxious as you LIV lha. you sh add
have every possible security. If voj are
so far satisfied as to release mc from ar-
rest, we can sit down and talk over things
quietly."

his hint bad the desired effect TheJudge called In the pollc-ma- l.. and In-

formed him that his services were no
longer requln d.

As soon as heard the outer dc .r of thebuilding clang t on the departing officer,
I dnw the Judge, lowering my
voice to a confidential whisper, as 1 said:

"Now you shall hav. the truth.
He bent forward to listen, and as he did

so I launched my clenched fist at b'sright temple with mv full lor.- - and be
dropped senseless without so much as asigh

The moment I was satisfied that he was
unconscious 1 st pped back to th door
and locked It. Then I rifled his pocket of
his bunch of keys, picked out the right
one, and opened the safe, all withoutdrawing brt ath.

The contents of tlr-- safe were chleily of-
ficial law pap. rs which I did not waste
time over But in a narrow traj at the
lop found something that Interested me
more.

It was nothing less th in a draft treaty
a treaty to be made between the Norwe-
gian Ministry acting without the knowl-
edge of their King, and Ihe Imperial (JOV--

nment of Russia !

I did not stay to r?.id the document
through. After a hasty look to make sure

was leaving nothing else of Importance
behind I locked the safe, drew off its
key from the bunch, and dropped the oth-
er keys on the floor beside the stunned
man. slipped quietly out of the room and
out of the house

ln.stiad.of eiuinifla;j.o my hotel, I made
my way down to the harbor I dlo not
dars to risk trving to get a train, lu the
harbor I hired a small llshlng boat with a
sail, and put straight out to .iej It was
011 the tossing waters of the C.Kiegit hv
moonlight that I took In the ptovisions of
the extraordinary compact between the
Norwegian conspirators and thcli Imp- rial
allv

The document had been carefully drawn
up evidently with an eye t the p fbllc
opinion of Kurope which would naturally
be scandalized by all alliance between the
greal slave depotism and a Teutonic com- -

moll Wea lib.
The treaty began by reciting that tho

union between Sweden and Noivvai had
been ion d on th- N'orw :;i:in. against
tin lr will, by the Swedes aided bv Rus- - '

sia's authority it went on to state that
tin- - union hud failed to benefit either
country, and that Russia had consented to
undo her past injury to Norway by help-
ing r to annul the bond

Then followed the particulars of the aid
t he rendered Norway pledged herself
not to muk. anv open move tin the signal
was given from Petersburg, which was to
bo as soon as Finland had settled down
Into the condition of a Russian province.
In the meantime the Norwegians were to
strength" 11 themselves In every possible
way, and to keep up a steady pressure of
agitation against Sweden.

As soon as all was readv, the Norwegian
Storthing was to meet in secret session
and proclaim Norway a free and Inde-
pendent republic under the protection of
the Tsar, and mass her troops on the
frontier. Two Russian army corps were
to be ready In Finland, on the pretext of
maneuvers, and these were to be hurled
a rose the frontier to the north of the
Oulf of Bothnia. At the same time the
Russian fleet was to cross the Baltic, oc- -

HI ii

"I watched the brave monarch read
It through from beginning to end
without one manifestation of dis-
may."

CUfjy the Island of Gothland, and blockade
Stockholm and the Swedish ports.

All these measures, were to he taken
merely as precautions. If the Swedes ac- -'

epted the inevitable the Russians were
to retire again. If the Swedes took up
arms war was to he declared, and Russia
was to annex Gothland to her ESmpln
the Norwegians receiving territory In the
north

And what was the price which the Tsar
whs to receive for this mighty demonstra-
tion" It was not a nominal one Tho
Norwegian republic bound Itself to grant
to his Imp-ri- al Majesty a lease for twenty-l-

ive years that is to say, forever of a
warm-wat- - r port on the Atlantic ocean,
to be used as a depot and coaling station
for the Russ'an fleet.

It was ih.- dream of six generations of
Muscovite statesmen realized it last.
Russia, with one fcot on the Atlantic ami

another on the Pacific, would dominate
01.1 World.

All that night the fishing boat carried mMM
me along In the track of the Baltic steam-ers- .

At dawn boarded an English pack- -
et going Into Gothenburg, and thirty-- ' Ik mMM
hours later I stood again in King Oscar's
Cabinet, and placed the treaty in h'.a
hands.

I watched the brave monarch read It
through from beginning to end without MWM
one manifestation of dismay or even of In- -

mMM
"Mv poor subjects!" v.r.s hlii sole re- -

mark as he raised his eyes at the 1 ml. MMM.
They little know the fate they are pre MMM.

paring for their children mMM
I asked If his Majesty ha 1 nnv further UMl

Instructions for mc. To my Burpflso he MM
answered, "Tes."

"There Is only one art, r to which I MMm
ran look for aid.' he aald. "and that Is fMmEngland. Germany Is a broKBn rend. Go
to England, take this document with ou.
show it to the principal members of

"

the
Government, telling them how It cniru
into your hnnils. and aHc them If lh y mMm
wish to see a Russian '"herbourg wlthlii MM
twelve hour.- - of the Scottish rna?t tf
tin y remain Indifferent, I can do nothing mMm

mMl
' The English press?" 1 suggested doubt- -

fM" he Norwegians have captured It, I
fear," objected his Majesty. "Norway is
the playground of ;he British tourist, ttni,
besides, the English consider themselves
bait Norwegian by rae--- . No. popular sen- - WM
timent In Great Britain Is on the side of MM
Norwav

"Nevertheless, sire. If thoughtful Fn- -
gllshmcn COUld be made to realize mat Wt
for the sake of plqus for a mere whim - mWt
the Norwegians were about to place th.
keys of in.- Atlantic III the hands of Brl- - mM
tain's most formidable foe, they rrigbt
make their influent e fell "

"Do what you thlok t, M. V " the MM
JEing said wearily. "I am getting nn eld mM
man. and I wish for peace

1 have ventured to take his M ijesty at mm
word. MM
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RETAIL DEPARTMENT 267-26- MAIN ST

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH.

tTiiN ne fnr pl,is two diiars fr tbe

sUlVylmaJIVl Tl Iround trfp to rjHICAGO, ST.

EAST LOUIS, KANSAS CITY, OMA I
HA, MEMPHIS, BAINT PAUL, E

MINNEAPOLIS and other East

em points. Tickets on g&le M i

27 and 20. Jane 3, 5, 10 and 12. j

Trausii limit ten days in each di- -

rection with stop-ove- r privileges.

- Final return limit September 15.

Standard and Tourist Sleepers
Hff ?JP

P meal8. Make seivations g
CHAS. B. SL0AT, Gen'l Agt, Denver, til

earlj. TELEPHONE 245.

It. DRAKE, D. P. A.

GEO. A. BIBLE, T. F. A.,

100 W. 2nd So., Salt Lake City.
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WITH FAN THAT HE OWED HER.

The wind Is III that blows fat dances) .
No good to some poor man;

And sending this. I thank the chances mM
Which that other fan. MM

But there's s side to every saying mM
To take exception to.
I hope the wind this sets Wt

May blow no 111 to you. Wt

Warwick James Pries In Smart Set. MM


